L 


Catholic Theatre Conference 


CUDAHY LIBRARY — LOYOLA UNIVERSITY 


6525 Sheriden Rd. — Chicago 26, Ill. 
Vol. Xi on 1953 Ne 


THE 
PRODUCTION CALENDAR | S*©: 34-66, P. L&R.) 








President — Walter Bamberger 


Vice President — Reymond McCerney 


Secretoery-Treasurer — Patricic Bradley 


HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 


This year marks the hundreth anniversary 
of the arrival in America of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph. In honor of the event two new pag- 
eants are being given next month — one by the 
Academy of the Holy Angels, Minneapolis, and 
the other by St. Joseph Academy, Wheeling, 
West Virginia. 


Having its U.S. premiere at Holy Angels is 
Father Lord’s EVERYNUN. The story, told in 
flash backs, is that of the life of Sister Mary 
Joseph who is now celebrating her diamond 
jubilee. Sister Mary Charitas, chairman of 
drama at the Academy and chairman of CTC’s 
North Central Region, is most enthusiastic for 
the play. Sister tells us that the cast of 315 
will include grade school children, members of 
the Mother’s Club, and representatives of all 
the classes in the Academy, as well as the 
Senior drama students who will carry the leads. 
Representatives of all the arts will work on 
the show and the Minnesota Historical Society 
will be responsible for the costuming. April 
24-26 are the dates for the production the pro- 
ceeds of which will go toward the building of 
a home for the retired Sisters of the Order. 


WHERE THY GLORY DWELLETH is the 
title of the pageant to be given in Wheeling 
next month. Written by Sister Mary Immaculate 
of St. Joseph Academy, it also commemorates 
the hundreth anniversary of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph, but it is more specifically in celebra- 
tion of their arrival in Wheeling a century ago. 
[It is composed of Verse Choir and scenes with 
much symbolic dancing. Sister Mary [mmacu- 
late,,Chairman of CTC’s Southern Region, has 
managed to combine very beautifully in the 
pageant, devotion to Our Lady and St. Joseph 
with love for the state of West Virginia. Rep- 
resentatives from all the institutions of the 
Order throughout the state will take part, from 

(Continued on Page 2) 








PLAY FESTIVAL AT IHC 


Immaculate Heart College, Los Angeles, 
played host to eighteen high schools and col- 
leges during the fourth annual one act play 
festival sponsored by the Archdiocesan Dra- 
matics Council. Below are listed the entrants 
and their offerings: 

High Schools 


St. Andrew's: 
San Gabriel Mission: 


Little Women 

The Tail of the 
Dragon 

The Ugly Duckling 

The Londonderry Air 


Junipero Serra: 

Catholic Girls’: 

St. Monica’s: Bread 

Loyola: Fool Kid 

Our Lady Queenof Angels: Now or Never 

Notre Dame: Miss Sydney Carton 

Marymount: Tudor Thorns 

Cathedral: From Paradise to 
Butte 

Little Immortal 

The Birthday of the 
Infanta 

Midsummer’s Night 
Dream 


Immaculate Heart: 
Flintridge: 


Mount Carmel: 


Colleges 
Marymount: 
Loyola University: 
Mc. St. Mary’s: 
Immaculate Heart: 


Robert 

Pawns 

Riders to the Sea 
The White Lawn 


The Festival was under the chairmanship 
of Brother R. Celestine, FSC. Brother Dun- 
stan, CSC, acted as program chairman. 


Have you received your copy of Mrs. Wyatt’s 
three-act play list as yet? If not, please drop 
us a post card and we will be happy to send 
you yours. We think you may find it helpful. 











HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 
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grade school children to students inthe various 
nursing schools. There will be authentic levee 
chants, a four-part verse choir rendition of the 
‘‘Hail Mary’’, and a bit of Gregorian chant, to 
mention a few of the pageant’s features. Know- 
ing Sister’s past successes with musical pro- 
ductions, April 12th and 13th promise to be 
highly entertaining days at Wheeling’s Virginia 
Theatre. 


CROSS COUNTRY CIRCUIT 
High Schools 


We were happy to welcome a new group to 
the Conference not long ago. They are the 
Whitefriars’ Guild of Mt. Carmel High School 
in Los Angeles. In late October Judson La- 
Haye, Jr. inaugurated a theatre class at Mt. 
Carmel and since then has been supervising 
the boys in their dramatic activities. Under 
his direction they presented THE LAMENT- 
ABLE COMEDY OF PYRAMUS AND THISBE, 
a sequence from MIDSUMMER’S NIGHT DREAM, 
at the play festival recently held at Immaculate 
Heart College. 


Another newly formed group and new men- 
ber of the Conference isthe “Genesian Players” 
of Sacramento. The players are composed of 
boys and girls from the city’s three Catholic 
high schools, St. Francis High, St. Joseph 
Academy, and Christian Brothers School. Sister 
M. Teresina who directs the group tells us that 
their first production was AMERICAN LIVING 
ROOM, the four-act play written by Brother 
Dunstan of Notre Dame High in Sherman Oaks. 
And now they are hard at work on Milne’s THE 
UGLY DUCKLING which they will give for the 
Pacific Coast Catholic Theatre Conference 
Festival to be held in San Francisco. 


The first non-professional production of 
STALAG 17 was given last month by the Mel- 
dramatic Club of St. Mel High School, Chicago. 
The show was under the direction of Gerald 
Sullivan while Brother Joel Nicholas, FSC and 
Brother Ambrose, FSC were responsible for the 
set design and lighting respectively. Boys at 


Loyola Academy, Chicago, will alsodo STALAG 
17 shortly under the direction of Walter Bam- 
berger. 


Father Juliano, chairman of our Northwest 
Region, has given us the latest word on activ- 


ities thereabouts. At Central Catholic High, 
Portland, where Father directs, May 17 and 18 
are the dates fora production of ANGEL STREET. 
Meanwhile, the students are in rehearsal for 
O’Neill’s ILE which will be their offering for 
the play contest to take place in Portland next 
month. I[mmaculata Academy will do LACE ON 
HER PETTICOAT April 17 & 18 while Holy 
Child Academy has chosen an operetta, THE 
MARRIAGE OF NANETTE, for their April show. 
Miss Jean Sharfenburg is now rehearsing her 
students at Marylhurst College for their next 
production, DARK BROWN, which will be 
entered in the play contest scheduled for April 
18th. Their next effort will be an original 
student opera, DAWN AT TWILIGHT, based on 
Stark Young’s play concerning St. Francis. In 
additionto the student cast, a few professionals 
will take part in the production scheduled for 
May 9 & 10. Also in May, Marylhurst will give 
an evening’s entertainment composed of scenes 
from Shakespeare. At St. Mary’s Academy 
LADIES IN MOONLIGHT was the February 
production. OVERTONES will be their offering 
for the April contest, while OH FATHER has 
been chosen for their next full-length production. 


Our North Central Regional Chairman, Sister 
Charitas, has given us full details about the 
Academy of Holy Angels coming production of 
EVERYNUN. More about it will be found else- 
where in THE CALENDAR. In addition to this 
major production, however, Academy drama 
students are scheduled to give four one acts 
soon and twenty-six drama students will be 
initiated into the National Thespian Society 
this month. Also from the North Central Region 
is St. Martin’s Academy of Sturgis, South Dakota. 
Their Junior class did Mark Twain’s A CON- 
NECTICUT YANKEE IN KING ARTHUR’S 
COURT for the Academy’s February production. 
DeWane Mansager directed the show. Cathedral 
Senior High School of Duluth, Minnesota will 
give EVERYMAN this month under the direc- 
tion of Sister Rose Marie, OSB. 


Students at St. Agnes High School, Kansas 
City, Kansas, are now occupied with their 
Lenten production of THE UPPER ROOM. 
Sister M. Roberta Allen, OSU is director of 
drama at St. Agnes. 











At Regis High School, Eau Claire, Wis., 
MURDER IN A NUNNERY by Emmet Lavery 
was chosen for their major production this year. 
Their next endeavor was a one act, THE PRIN- 
CESS MARRIES THE PAGE, which they pre- 
sented at the play festival recently held at 
Campion High School, Prairie du Chien. 


THE CURIOUS SAVAGE by John Patrick 
was the choice of two of our schools in the 
middle west recently. On the high school level, 
it was done by The Immaculata of Chicago 
while on the College level, it was given at 
Loras in Dubuque. 


Colleges & Universities 


Productions thus far at St. Benedict’s Col- 
lege, Atchison, Kansas, have included TOBIAS 
AND THE ANGEL, a three-act by James Bridie, 
Gheon’s CHRISTMAS ON THE VILLAGE 
SQUARE, and most recently, the Hart-Kaufman 
favorite, THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER. 
St. Benedict’s Raven Theatre Guild is directed 
by Rev. Bede Bradley, OSB. Father plans an 
evening of one-acts as the next undertaking of 
the Guild. 


Productions elsewhere in the country in- 
clude SONG AT THE SCAFFOLD at Manhat- 
tanville College of the Sacred Heart, Purchase, 
N.Y., THE SWAN at De Paul, Chicago, Munde- 
lein College, Chicago, presented THE HEIRESS, 
directed by Sister Mary Jeanette, B.V.M., and 
THE ADMIRABLE CRIGHTON at Marygrove, 
Detroit. Students at Marygrove are also pre- 
paring for their second children’s play, CIN- 
DERELLA scheduled for April 18 & 19. 


The Curtain Guild of Loyola University, 
Chicago, did the first American production of 
a French Lenten play called BARABBAS. The 
play, written by a contemporary Belgian play- 
wright, Michel de Ghilderode, was translated by 
Hugh Dickinson, Asst. Professor of Speech at 
Loyola. Mr. Dickinson also directed the pro- 
duction. 


Now thattheir play festival is behind them, 
Joseph Rice and students at Immaculate Heart 
College, Hollywood, can concentrate on their 
coming production of Claudel’s TIDINGS 
BROUGHT TO MARY. Recently, [IHC students 
were given an opportunity to learn more about 
the medium of the dance when members of The 


American School of Ballet visited the College. 
By means of a lecture, demonstration, and re- 
cital program, students were able to gain a 
greater appreciation of modern dance as a 
means of dramatic expression. 


Holy Names College, Spokane, will be the 
site of a play festival this month. Twelve 
schools will participate in the event which is 
under the directorship of Sister Matilda Mary 
and Sister Mary Stilla. 


St. Mary of-the-Woods will also be the host 
school for a play festival this month which is 
being organized by Sister Mary Olive. For 
further details on both of these festivals, see 
next month’s PRODUCTION CALENDAR. 


In case you did not know, the Christopher 
TV program ‘‘What One Person Can Do’’ is now 
being presented on Sunday evenings at 8:30, 
New York time. 
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Some graphic feminine reactions — as prompted by Lourie Huntington's 
““Zombrowski Ink Blot’’ personality analysis. (Photo from the Orlando, Florida, 
production of THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED.) 
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“tye LITTLE DOg's” LAUGHING’ 


@® “THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED was enthusiastically received. Its 
humor and lines are clean and suitable for any audience.” — Mrs. John 
Nelms, Director, Marshalb Co. H.S., Guntersville, ALABAMA. @ “I 


especially liked the pantomime characters because they gave my more 


reticent students an opportunity for a bit of stage work.” — Mrs. Vera 
Mills, Sponsor, Junior Class, Cedaredge, COLORADO. @ “We want to 
compliment you on such a fine play as THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED. 
As a director, I highly recommend it.” — La Rae King, Director, High 
School, Sugar City, IDAHO. @ “Superlative! We didn't change a line.” 
— Ila A. Moody, Director, Sullivan H.S., Chicago, ILLINOIS. @ “We 
had a complete ‘sell-out’ for THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED. I con- 
sider it one of the very best plays I have ever worked with in more 
than twenty years of play directing.” — Kathryn E. Harris, Director, 
High School, Carlisle, INDIANA. @ “For variety of characterization, 
sparkling dialogue, sound philosophy, and the spirit of youth, THE 
LITTLE DOG LAUGHED is superb. The setting is entirely new and 
creates fresh interest. To the director it is a ‘plum’ because the play 
is well-written, and directions are really helpful.” —Ramona Ainsworth, 
Director, High School, Ladoga, INDIANA. @ “Our entire audience, 
young and old, was captivated by THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED. 
The unusual stage setting was repeatedly mentioned.” — Rosalie Jones, 
Director, High School, Thayer, KANSAS. @ “I believe I have never 
directed a play that produced so many favorable comments — people 
even took the time to write notes to me on its commendability.” — 
Esther Dorman, Director, High School, Ovid, MICHIGAN. @ “THE 
LITTLE DOG LAUGHED was a great success. The audience enjoyed 
it tremendously, and the cast didn’t seem to tire of it even after weeks 
of rehearsal. The idea of showing both the interior and exterior of the 
house was new to the playgoers of this community, and they were quite 
impressed.” — Marilyn R. Anderson, Teacher of English, High School, 
Canby, MINNESOTA. @ “THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED is — by 


far — the best play I have directed. The students loved every minute 
of it, and so did our audience.” — Nay Dean Morris, Director, High 
School, Anderson, MISSOURI. @ “I can unreservedly say THE LITTLE 
DOG LAUGHED was the most entertaining and worthwhile play I 
have done in a long time. The audience response was tremendous.” — 
Marjorie V. Wood, Dramatic Coach, High School, Newmarket, NEW 
HAMPSHIRE. @ “THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED was ‘tops.’ We all 
enjoyed working on this production!” — Mrs. Roy Baldwin, Director, 
Woodmere, NEW YORK. @ “No play has given me more pleasure to 
direct. Not only is THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED witty, it is one 
of the few plays which permit originality. The audience expressed 
sincere delight.” — Leo A. Frommelt, Director, Bowman, NORTH 
DAKOTA. @ “THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED is one of the best plays 
I have ever directed. Each role offers a challenge to the young actor. 
The theme of the play is worthwhile, and the cast and director enjoyed 
every rehearsal from the first to the last.” — Mary Fulton, Teacher, 
Memorial H.S., Campbell, OHIO. @ “I have been coaching plays for 
fifteen years, and I liked THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED the best. 
It really challenged me more than any other play I've ever coached.” — 
Mrs. Georgia Kirchick, Speech Teacher, Moore, OKLAHOMA. ®@ “A 
decided success. The cast enjoyed every practice. The lines were clever 
and easily learned. As a director, I may say that I feel THE LITTLE 
DOG LAUGHED is the best production I've ever had.” — Minta E. 
Duncan, Monroe, OREGON. @ “For a play that challenges the students 
to act, that gives your audience something different in a comedy, and 
is enjoyable to direct, THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED is the answer 
to a dramatic’ coach’s prayer.” — R. W. Wilkinson, Jr., Director, Tyndall, 
SOUTH DAKOTA. @ “THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED was a refresh- 
ing change from the same old ‘run-of-the-:nill’ (plays). For the director 
ae likes a challenging play I heartily recommend it.” — Mary Cooper, 
Speech Teacher, San Antonio, TEXAS. 


PLAYBOOKS, 85< EACH. ROYALTY: $1 to $25 ON THE PERCENTAGE PLAN. FLAT RATES ON TWO OR MORE PERFORMANCES. 


“THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED” 





The unique single setting may be arranged in a variety of ways. . 
5 Women (main characters), and 5 additional Women who appear in Act II only. . . 


children and dogs — may be added if desired. 


ROW, 


Order from 


PETERSON AND COMPANY 


. . Costumes are modern. . . . The cast calls for 5 Men and 
. Assorted Passersby — men, women. 


Evanston, Ill. 











